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horribly sick, but experienced at the same time
something new, an intimate relationship with her
mother, as if she and her mother were of the same
age. She noted for the first time the yellow skin
and startling leanness that have transformed
mother's expression, making it almost pure. At
this moment she would not be afraid even were
mother to die in her hands.

Riina did not die that night. Juha was away
so late because he had gone to consult the old
master of Pirjola. He had meant to ask the old
man for a loan, but the master had guided the
conversation so skilfully that Juha was unable to
come round to the object of his visit. Instead,
the old man listened with great sympathy to his
account of Riina's illness and showed no sign of
uneasiness any time the name of God crept into
the talk. Finally the old master explained in
detail the remedy his experience led him to
believe was best for Riina's complaint. And
Juha was so carried away by gratitude that he
almost succeeded in making himself believe that
it was for that he had come to consult the old man.

He came home while Hiltu was helping her
mother. The unwonted spectacle and the new
expression on Riina's face wakened a conviction
at the bottom of his mind that Riina was past
medicines, but all the more reason was there for
him to do something on his part. He was only
doubtful whether to go Out at once to search in